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To: the Right Honourable HENRY Lord 
SIDNEY Viſcount SHEPPT, and 
7H0. CON NINGSBY Eſq; Lords 
Jultices of IREL AND. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 


Our Commands firſt gave the enſuing Diſcourſe 
Life, and now Publication; as to the latter,there 
is fo little of my ewn init, that I can thereby de- 

ſign not ſo much the publication of it, as of my obedience; 
But that there 1s ſo little, may 1 hope be believed, was 
more out of choice then neceſſity;. f or tho the n1tions of a 
Braine, ruffled and diſordered by a violent and tedious 
Diſtemper, might fall short of any reaſonable performance; 
yet there is nomnvention ſo weak or barren, but might upon 
ſuch extraordinary occaſion, abound with more then ordn«- 
ry productions. But indeed (conſidering our preſent circum- 
ſtances ) 1 thought nothing more proper for that occaſion, 
then to lay open the Principle of that Church to which wc 
are beholdmy for the de/1on'd Treaſon of that Day. 

And let their pretences to Loyalty, be what they will, 
yet they muſt give me leave to aſſert, that where the Popes 
Supremacy 1s maintain'd, there the King looſes always [9 
much in a Subject, as bis Aolineſs gains in bim. 

1 am very far, from the leaſt deſign of exaſperating your 
Lordships againlt any of that Projeſſion now amongſt us; 
Tor prudent Condu&t, (of which they themſelves are- wit- 
neſſes 
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neſſes ) may 1 hope prove amore ſucceſsfull inſtrument of 
ther Reformation, then Ruine and Power. Tour Lord- 
ships Zeal for the Truth ( without making uſe of either ) is 
already conſpicuous enough, and will yet more eminently ap- 
pear, in Commanding theſe Sheets (that with ſo much plains 
neſs aſſert it) to the Preſs. 

Theirdreſs I muſt ſubmit to your Lordships favour, but 
their truth, to the oreateft ſeverity; if m the former, 1 
have been ſo unhappy as to have done ib, yet (conſidering my 
preſent ſtate ) 1 have the happineſs, that Charity may con- 
ſtrue I might have done better; Them together with my ſelf, 1 
lay at your Lordships Feet, and beg leave to ſubſcribe my 


felf, 
My Lords 


Tour Lordsbips moſt Faithful 


and Humble Servant. 


John Finglaſs: 
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P/al. 21. latter part of the 1 1th. verſe. 


1 hey have imagined a miſchievous device which they are 
not able to perform. 


it as the four Lepers ſurprized with joy at the ſudden va- 

niſhing and diſapearance of the Syriavs Army, This day is 
a lay of goed Tidings, and we ſhould net do well to hold our Peace. 
2 King. 7. 9. Should we hold our Peace, the very Stones ( as 
our Saviour told the Phariſees. troubled at the triumphing of 
the Diſciples) would Immediately cry out;tor if ever any People, 
we, if we for any Deliverance, for this; and if for this, on any 
day, much more on this day, may well ſay and ſing with the 
Pſalmiſt, in the words of the Text, They have Imagined a miſ- 
chievous Device which they are not able to perform. 

Before I come particularly to the Text, method requires, 
that I diſingage icfrom ſome connexion: And that may be beſt 
done by caſting a glance on the foregoing Pſa/m; It is ſpent in 
Prayer for che King; was 2 W by David,and by him —_ 

cc 


IF we call ro mind the Mercy of this Day, we may ſay of 


(2) 
ted tothe pr:xiet of his Muſick,asa formto ſolicite God with in 
the troubleſom times, and days of Danger. 

And removing your eye from that P/a/m to this, you will 
find this to ſtand as a Talley to the former,containing a Form 
of Praiſe, in return of the Mercies chere prayed for; what the 
Church begged of God, in the foregoing, they blefs him tor che 
receipt of in this pſalm: They are none of thoſe Orators whom 
afilition on!y makes'ſo, who never cry, but under thelaſh, nor 
liſt up their hands to God but when he laics his hand upon 
them; ſuch as the Propher tells us of, 7/a. 256. 16. Lord in trou- 
Fe have they vifited thee, they poured out a Prayer when thy 
choſtening haxd was upon them: But even now, when God hath 
remembred them they will not forget him; now they are palt 
canver, they are not paſt duty, now they are ſct our of hazard, 
they ict their hearts, and tyne their ſpirits to thankſziving. To 
beg of God when we are empty may ſpeak Faith in the Hearr, 
but to bleſs him when we-are tull, is the breathing of an cx- 
celient Spirir. 

The Text then isa part of that ii, or Trium- 
phant Song ſung by the Jews in acknowledyment of Gods 
goodncſs to David their King, and in him to the whole King- 
dom, Pollicy or Common Wealth of 7ſrae/; The ſum or ſub 
{lance whereof I ſhall deliver in theſe ewo Concluſions. 

Firſt, The Enemies of Gods Church and People are of a plot- 
ting, deviſing, and miſchicvous ſpirit, and temper, 7hey have 
imagined a miſchievous thing. 

Secondly,Let the wicked deſign what they will, or plot what 
they can, they ſnall nor be abic ro accompliſh cheir deſire or 
deſfion, Which they are not able to perform 

Firſt the Enimi. $ of Gods Church and People are of a Plot- 
ting, Deſigning, Mitchievous, ſpirit and temper. 

Fhe Mitchievous thing here defigned, was the overthrow of 
David and his People, by the Forces of the Children ot Ammon, 
with the Aux7i/iaries of Syria, under the Command of their 
Capt. General Shobach, of which we read 2 Sam: 10, But Da- 

. vid; 
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(3) 
vids Victory, that this. andthe. foregoing P/alm.reicr to,plainly 
declare, tho they imagined a miſchievous device, ' they were not 
able to perform: It were caſie to manifeſt this truth, either by 
Scripture, or the Hiſtory of the Primitive times; I cou'd ſhew 
you that Gods People were no ſooner owned tobe io bur they 
were ſoon oppreſſed; for how did Pharas (who protefſed that he 
knew not the Lord, nor would hear his voice, nor let the Peapie go) 
begin his Reign, but by conſuiting how to.keep Gods People 
under by heavy Burthens, and hard Task-maſiers : but when 
that ſucceeded not, th2. more they-were  vext, the more they 
increaſed; he adds rothe former crucity a Charge; that the Mid. 
wifes ſhould kill all the Males of the Febrews in their birth; 
bur neicher did this procigiouvs cruelty prove ſo ſucceſsful as he 
defired; For the Textrelisus, that the H{7dwifes feared God, and 
did not as the "King Commanded them; but preſerved alive the 
Men Children, Exod: 1. 17: and therefore traniported by rage as 
one that had-loſt Humanity itſelf, he makes a more publick and 
general Law, charging all his Pcople that every Man child that 
was born,' they ſhould caſt- into the River, and Drown it, N. 22. 
Wirh what fury and violence, after he had made them:weary of 
their lives by ſundry oppreſſions, did he purſue them-into the 
very bottom of the Seas? thinking itslike,that God had devided 
the waters for noother end then for him to pitch -his Field in, 
againſt his own People: Its plain it God had not raken him off, 
he had never taken his rod off the /ſraelits:If we ſhouid after him, 
look upon Hanaſſes,that wretched /dolater, who did evil in the 
ſight of the Lord, aftcr the abomination of the Heathens, he 
builr the high places which his good Father F/ezetiab had de- 
ſtroyed; he erected Altars for them, and thar in the Courts of 
the Lord, all which was artctded with fuch Barbarous and 
Diſpitetul waſting and oppretling of the Church of God,that jr 
iS faid in the 2 ot Kings, 21. 16. that Manaſſes ſhed Innocei;? 
blood exceeding much, till he repleniſht Jeruſalem from corner 
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trous Tyrant; the Text tells you EF. 3, 6. that being full of 
wrath againſt Mordecay for not bowing unto him, he thought 
it to lictle to lay hands only on Mordecay, but thought to de- 
ſtroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole Kingdom of 
Ahaſueras, and for this purpoſe procured letters from the King, 
which he ſent into all the Provinces, ro Root out, to Kill, and 
to Deſtroy all the Jewes, both younz and old Children, and We- 
men in one day. Eſt. 5. i5, 1 mightiurther inſtance in Antiochus 
Epiphanes,that Monſter of men, tor his horrible Idolatry, and fſa- 
vage Cruelty againſt the Fewes, called Epimanes, in both which 
he ſo raged, that never was the [ike ſince there began to be a 
Nation till that time, as the Prophet Danze/ tells us in Chap. 
12. 1. What ſhallIſpeak of the Tyrany and Cruelty of thoſe 
Heathen Roman Emperors, within the firſt 300 years after 
Chriſt by whom, not only the Apoſtles themſelves ſuffered 
Death, but whoſoever made any profeſſion of their Doctrine , 
were molt ignominouſly tormented; no reipett had of Sex, or 
reverence of Ape, fo that the Hiſtorie of thoſe times ſeem ro 
be writ in blood, of which thoſe Monſters of nature in the 
ſhape of men, made ſuch effuſion; chat we read the dead bodies 
of Men, Women, and Children, old and young together were 
caſt out, and lay naked in the Streets, like the pavement there- 
of ; And indeed that enmity put by God himſelf between the 
ſeed of the Serpent, and the ſeed of the Woman, ſeems to inti- 
mate as much, which David found in Pſalm. 38. 19, 20. They 
that render me evil for good are mine adverſaries, becauſe 1 fol- 
low the thing that God is; this ſpighttul wrath was kindled in 
them agaiſt him, becauſe ot his Religion and Picty, with which 
their corruption could admit no accord; as Caiz ſlew his brother 
becauſe his own works were evil, and his brothers righteous , 
ſo our Saviour rells us in Fob 7. 7. The world hateth me becauſe I 
teſtifie of it, that the deeds therot are evil; and that his Diſciples 
might not be ſurprized whenthey meet with the like uſage, he 
forwarns them in Fohn 15. 19. If you were of the world = 
wor 


5) | 

world would love his own, but becauſe ye are not of the world, but F 
have choſen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you; 
and further tells them ye ſhall be hated of all Nations for my name 
ſake, and therefore informs them, that he ſent them forth 
as Sheep into the mid/t of the Wolves, Which David long before 
found true, and thereupon complains in P/al. 57. 4. My ſoul is 
among Lyons, and I lye among them that are ſet on fire, even the 
Sons of men, whoſe Teeth are Spears and Arrows, and their Tongue 
a ſharp Sword, It were eaſic to enlarge upon theſc and other 
heads; but upon ſuch occaſions as this which are but annually 
obſerved amongſt us, I have always thought it more proper to 
ſtick cloſe to the buſineſs of the day, then to expariate by way of 
common place, or otherwiſe upon any of the Truths propoſed; 
and therefore in the next place without ary more ado, I ſhall 
endeavour to evidence that this Plotting, Contriving, and Mil- 
chievous Spirit, is the very Spirit that rules and influences 
Popery at this day; which Religon ( if ir deſerves ſo good a 
name ) exceeds all other (the 7urt;fh not excepted ) in Bar- 
barous Bloodſhed and Cruelty. 

Long it were to recite, and almoſt incredible to believe thoſe 
Horrible ſlaughters, which might be induc'd to prove this part, 
for there is neither Writer that can be ſo diligent, nor Writing 
ſo exact, as to make a ſufficienc Relation of the barbarous uſages 
oftered to the Saints by theſe Enemies of the Truth, verifying 
that Prophecy, Rev. 17. 6. where it is affirmed, that that Wo- 
man, with whom the Kings of the Earth have committed Forwicati- 
on, was drunk with the blood of the Saints. and with the blood of the 
Martyrs of Teſus. By this Woman, the FJe/uz/s themſelves are 
forced to contels, is meant their Rome; but o/d Rome (lay they ) 
fuch as ir was under the Heathen Emperors; But let them con- 
ſider the other circumſtances in the foregoing part of the 
Chap. and then dec lare (it they can ) how this can agree 
with e/4 Rome, for where are thoſe arraid in Scarlet colour, but 
in their new Rome: Iu whoſe forhead is the Name MISTERT 

written 
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written but in the preſent Romiſh Batilon: The Heathen Em- 
perors Proclaimed open War againſt Chriſtianity, and carried 
not their enmity in ſecret, and in a miſtery they cxerciſed their 
Cruclty to apertomarte, as we.ſay, whercin. either warning to 
Preparc,or Intreaty, or Truce, or Flight, might have fatisfied or 
prevented the Enemy, and ſaved the iives of thoſe that were cx- 
poſed; but theſe Romaniſts carry on their Plots and their Mil: 
chicts with ſuch ſecrecy and ſuch miſlery, that it is a:imoſt as 
:mpol!.ble to make any league with them asit is with Hell ir 
fcit; inforruch that (accordingto moſt Writers ) the Syrian 
Antrochus Fpiphanes, was alively Type of the Romiſh Anzio- 
chus, who was to come after him, and is now in the world, and 
the Author of nole!s miſery ro the Church then he was; for ſee 
how Daniel deſcribes him, His porerſhall be mighty, But not in 
his ſtrength; he [hall deſtroy wonderfully. and ſhall proſper, and 
prattice, and ſhall dell roy the mighty and the Holy People And by 
his Policy fha!l cauſe Craft to Preſper in his hand [7e ſhall magnife 
himſelf in his heart; and by Peace ſhall d:/troy many. Dan: 8, 
24, 25. A lively deſcription of the Romiſh A»?iochur, of that 
Ecaſt riſing our of the Seca, of which we Read, Rev: 13.1. 
having as wel! the horrs of the Lamb, as the ſpeech of the Dragon, 
that is proſeſſing the Mec knels, and Inocency of Chriſt, bur ex- 
erciſing the Force and Power of the Dragon; intruding himſelf 
a5 the hcad and husband of rhe Church, while he Robs and 
Sroi's it; Poſſeſſing himſelf a fervant of fervants while he ſers 
himſ:lt above all Kings and Princes; as Boxjface the Eighth in 
the year 13co before a great concourle,at one of their Jubilics, 
ſhewed himſelf one day in his Pricftiy Pontiftcals with the 
Cres caricd before him; the next day in an Emperors Robes 
with a Sword carried before him, an his Title proclaimed 
ego ſum pentifex et mperator ter! eſtre. et Caleſte Imperium 
habeo, ali this 1s mine ani ro whomlocver I wil, I give tt, 
SoPope 44rian the qrh. cauſed the Emperor F4 edrick,to hoid his 
©tire7, and quirr2/a With him, for tuking the Lett wnilead of the 

Right, 
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Right; but the next Pope, Alexander the third, trod upon 
His neck, when he ſtoop'd+ro kiſs his Holineſtes Foor, uſing 
thoſe Words, in the gr. Plal. Thou fhalt tread upon the Lyon 
and Adder, the Toung Lyon and Dragen, thou ſhalt trample un- 
der foot; and when the Emperor replyed, Non 216; ſed Fetre, not 
to thee, but to Peter, do I this Submiſſion; the Pope treading 
on him again, ſaid, et min; & Petro, both to Me and Peter. 
So Pope Celeftine the third Crowned the Emperor Henry 
the 6th. with his Foot, and after he had Crowned him, caft 
down the Crown to the ground, thereby fignifiing that he 
had Powcr to caft Him down trom the Empire (it he deſerved 
it ) which Baremus highly commendeth : Bur his Succeſſor 
Tunocent the 3d exceeded him; For he Excommunicated 
John King of Fnz/and, depoſed Him, Abſoi'ved his Subjects 
trom their Allegiance to Him, and did ca!t an Interdi&t upon 
the Kingdom, which lafted ſix years, \piveing it to Phi/;p of 
France? It he could take it, which made his Subjects to delpile 
Him, the Clergy to Revile Him, the Barrons to rife in 
War againſt Him, and the Frexch King, to fall upon Him, 
and thcreby reduced him to ſuch exrremity,that,(to purchaic his 
Peace, ) He was plad to pive the Ningdom to the Pope, 
and in the end a Monk Poyioned Him. It were cnalels ty 
recite their dealings this way , whereby it would appear thute 
great partof their Religion is bur a Miltery of Iniquity, a bundlc 
of Pollicy, which hath brought, and held moti Kingdoms and 
Countryes in Europe within the ſnare and Bondage of a {i!ly 
Frycr;and that by the pretended Sanctity, lying Miracles, tailc 
Donations, torgec Writings, and the hike. What Potentate could 
cver lay the Foundation of Obedience in Contcience ? or could 
overcome his Enemy without War by a Parchment Bu!l ? or 
maincain himſelt and his pomp, at all Mens colis and de: 
votions ? or conquer oppoſite Princes, by their own Subjects 2 
or tiabliſh himſe!t by Diſpenſing with unlawtul Marriages, 


er lawiul Qaths, or maintain ſo many Inte/ligences by Con- 
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ſeſſions? or Pleaſure all Men in their humours, by Wealth, 
Poverty, Auſterity , Volumptuouſneſs? What a notable Com- 
bination of miſchievous devices is there in that Religion, where 
all thoſe things and many more, are moſt eminent and moſt 
uſual ? and that they are all in this will eaſily appear if we 
conſider either their Poſitions or Diſpoſions ; their Principles, 
or Pradtiſes. 

Firſt their Principles; and herein, T ſhall be fo juſt, as not to 
deliver one ſyllable, but what I have from their own Ayu- 
-thors; So that if any of them herd me, I may (if poſſible) 
undeceave them ; for I have Charity enough, to believe many 
of them Pious, and Devour in their own way,and if they really 
underſtood theirownDoQtrine as now refin'd by the Friery Wires 
of late Jeſuirs, and Prieſts, they would ſoon renownce Commus- 
nion with ther. 

1. Neighbours of Heriticks ( meaning thereby Proteſtants) 
may lawfully be ſpoyled of their goods though indeed it were better 
( ſay they ) 20 df it, by the Authority of the Fudge. 

2, Men are not bound to reſtore what they have received, or 
ro ſatisfie their Creditors that are tainted with Hereſy. 

3. By the Hereſy of the Parent, a Child is freed from his 
Obedience; and Symancha pives us this inſtance, If a Prieſt re- 
turning into England finds his Father to be a Proteſtant, he may 
deny him to be his Father : meaning ( ſaith he) that he is not 
ſuch a one as he ought to acknowledge for his Father. 

4. Fleriticks may not be termed, either Children, or Kindred, 
but according te theold Law, thy hand muſt be upon them, to 
Jpill their Blood. 

5. It is not Lawful for Chriſtians to Tollerate an Feretical King: 
that is aProteſtant, they may Expel him, Depoſe him, yea Murder 
him; and this they ſay is agreeable to the Apoſtolick Doctrine. 

6. It is Lawful for Catholick Princes to make League with 
Proteſtants, only for their own advantage ; as tor Ex.mplc, to 
diſpatch ſome Buhineſs, which hinders them from falling on Pro- 
teſtants with all their Forces. which 


By theſe and the like Poſitions which they maintain, We 
plainly ſee how they diſolve all Bands of humane Fellowſhip, 
and ſtrangle the very Viralls of all Sociery; But amonglt many, 
many more , there is one yet remaining, the moſt pelliſential 
of all, rowir, that »o Fazth is to te kepr 'with Flereticks, 
and that all Proteſtants are ]Hereticks, being condemned 
by the Pope and Council of Trent a3 fuch, and fo arc failen 
from the Faith, and for'eir all priviled2es where keepinz ot Faith 
with th:m, might ſtead chem or oblige others. I confels incced | 
have ſeen a little Book written by one of them, who denteth 
this, affirming that Payiſts eſteem themſelves Obiiged to keep 
Faith even with In4Jels; but this is an ordinary Straragem 
of theirs, to profeſs to abhor Jeſuitical Tenets to lull us aſleep, 
to get their Wickedne(s acted with leſs Suſpition. Amongſt 
many Inſtances that might be given, I ſha!l give one in Queen 
Elizabeths time, fo ſoon as the Pope perceived, that She in- 
rended ia earneſt, to ſhike off the Romiſh Yoke, and that all 
his flattery, an\ ſmooth dealing, could nor recuce Her to 
his Obedience, ( She refuſing to permit his Nuxc/o to enter 
Her Kingdom ) he falls ro his old courſes, and in the Year. 
1569: Pope Pius the 5th. Excomunicates Her, Abſolving 
all her Subjz&s from their Obedience ; Curſing all that ſhould 
any longer ſubmit to Her, giving Her Kingdom, to his Catho- 
lick Majeſty, the King of Spain, and ſends over his Bull againſt 
into England, which ſome Seminary Prieſts there, admired, 
and Extolled, and Blaſphemouſly afkrted, that ic was Indited 
by the Holy Ghoſt; yet preſently after they ſet our a Book 
on purpoſe , to lull the Queen and State aflvep and to ad- 
moniſh the Papiſts of Eng/avd, not ro prafti'e any miſchict 
upon the Queen, becauſe Catholicks might uſe no other Arms 
bur Prayers, Tears, Watching , and Faſlings againſt their Ad- 
verſarics; And yet in the mean time, theſe very Men, never 
reſted Plotting one Treaſon after ano:her; and Watſon with 0- 
ther Prieſts, who writ againſt this Book, were ths deſperate 
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Propounders and Ringleaders, of that Treaſon againſt King 
James and Prince Fexry, at his firſt coming into Eng/and, for 
which hc with Clarke ſuffered the reward of Traytors; So 
that they are not to be b-:lieved, for they will ſay atiy thing, 
maintaine any Aſſertion, that may tend to the advancement 
of rheir Cauſe. 

Bur for your farther fatisfation to prove the truth of this, 
and ſhew you that their praQice is ſutable to this principle 
(ler them aſert what they will) who knows not that Fohy 

7us and Jerom of Prague , upcn the Emperors promiſe, and 
Letters ot ſake Conduct appeared belore the Council of Cor 
Nance ; and yet notwithitanding, when they had them there, 
they Condemned them to the fire, and accordingly burnt them, 
which the Emperor highly reſenting , the Council declared ; 
He was not obliged to keep his promiſe ro them: Becauſe 
no Faith is to be kept with /erericks. In Queen Maryes time 
in Eygland, our own Ghronic.es tcjls us, the Syfo/x men Cid 
aid, athifſt, and advance Her to the Crown; She ſwearing 
to them, that they ſhould enjoy the Liberty of the Proteſtanc 
Religion. But this Principle, T hat Faith is not 70 te kept with [ /e- 
reticks,mace Her notonly, to break Her promiſe, bur alfo to Im- 
priſon tome of them {or minding Her o! it. c4ow many tair promi- 
tes d:i.! Katherinede Medicis Queeno! France,and her Son Charles 
the gth make ro the Froteiiants 2 and yer this heliliſh Princi- 
cipic induc'd them, not only , to vioiare their promiſes, bur 
alſo, ( under the preateſt pretcnce of Friend{hip) to Maſiacre 
them all at Paris Anno. 1572. Nor is this all; But ler them 
fear never ſo ſ)/emnly, whether, for performance of Fidel- 
lity to their Prance, or of keeping Covenant, or bargain 
wich their Net hbour, yet the Vope, (they hold ) may di 
ſolve tat Oath, and free them from the ob. jgation thercof ; 
: ſhall give Vou but one inifance In PDroVE this: After the 
teh Treaien Gi this Day King James appointed that all 
11/7s ſhovia twear the Oath of Allegiance, but hear how the 
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© as 3 
Paſchenius in anſwer to the Kings Monitory Epiſlle ſcoff<d at ir,25 
Dr. 2ſher citeth him, in his Sermon betore the Houſe of Com: 
mons 1620, vide in tanta aſtutia quanta fit irmplicitas; ſee, (1 
he, in ſo great craft, hew great fmplicity doth bewray it [-*- 
When he had placed all his ſecurity in that Oath; he thought he hd 


feund ſuch a manner of Oath, knit with ſo many circumſtances. that 


it could not with [atety of Conſcience ) by any means be diloluerl 
by any man: but he could not ſee, that if the Pepe dilolve that O:th, 
all the tyings of it whither of performing Fidelity to the King. or 
of admitting no diſpenſation, would be aiſolued together, yea (1aYys 
he ) 1 will ſay «another thing that more admirable. 7ou &row 
that an aniult Oath if it be evidently known, or openty declared tn 
be ſuch, bindeth no man, but is void iplo tatto; that the Kirps 
Oath is unjult, hath been ſufficiently declared by the Paſtor of the 
Church himſelf; ye ſee therefore that the obligation thereef is wa 
iſhed in ſmoke. ſo that the bond which was thought by (0 many 
wile men, to be of Iron, is beceme leſs then of Straw: Hence we 
may ſee what Truſt and Credit to give to their pretences to 
Loyalty, and their taking the Oath of Allegiance, tor ler them 
pr.tend never ſo much moderation, yet they acknowledg the 
Pope as Supreme in all Spiritual and Eccleftatiical matters, and 
proieſs obedience to him, beforeall the world in things of that 
narurc,'and when occaſion ſerves, he can relieve them from 
a'! obligations cf God, or Conſcience, of Nature and Nations, 
ſo that when he 1s pleaſed, to enjoyn cirher Treafon er Ke- 
beilion , a Papz/# (beinga Papiſt } mu!i either caſt oft his Alle- 
giance, or incur the Popes Curie, and conſequently | according 
rt them ) run cn into ccriatn Damnation, 

And to make them the ſurer, the TJeſuirs are abliped 
ro incuicate their Principics of Jicalon, mmto their 1'rof- 
lizes, and ©o {tir them up, upon all occaſions, wo aCt it + As will 
be evident toany, who will but reao the Rujcs of /qratins Loyal: 
the Frither of the Fefuits; and how far do they extend thei: 
Vow oi b.ing Obedience ? even to the killing of Kings, ond 
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raiſing of Treaſons and Rebellions, where ever they can have 
acceſs 2 In order to which, their great work is to corrupt 
the Judgments of their followers, and Inſtruments of Aſlaſ- 
ſination and Treaſon, with poyſonous Poſitions, touching the 
nature of ſuch Arts; and bribe their Conſciences, with ſlrong 
bairs of Reward . and Glory , propoſed to all that will under- 
rake ſuch deſperate Attempts , which is a ſtrong incentive to 
them; for Men that are either fſenfibi'e' of Religion, or 
defirous of Glory, will eaſily be induc'd to any Attempts, 
which is pronounc'd, not only Lawſul, but Noble and Meriro- 
rious too, eſpecially if it be for the advancment of their 
Religion. And their Church-mens perſwaſions, are the 
more forcible, by reaſon of the great Influence they have over 
Papiſts of both Sexes, and the Power they cxcrcile over their 
Conſcienccs, and the eſleem and honour they have among 
them, which makes them more apt to drink down any poy- 
ſonous Principle that they infuſe; and fo under pr-tcnce of 
Religion, they at their pleaſure, involve them in deſperate 
Treaſon ; for whether will they nor lead them? by Advancing 
the Popes Authoriry over all, ;ordine ad Spiritualiaz and 
by tclling them, that the Proteſtants, are a pack of Excom- 
municate. and damnable /Zereticks, which all Catholicks are to 
ook upen as ſuch, and ought to proſecute them, as the Pope 
thall Command, ind Dircct. 

It would bs too redicus, to ſhew, how ofren, and with what 
arpuments they have excited their Followers, to Treaſons 
and Rebellion; for what Rewards have bcen promiſed to 
Traytors, it they do the deed , and what Glory of Martyr 
dom they purchaſe in Heaven, in cafe they miſcarry , is better 
known, then I can declare, I ſhall only mind you of thar Re- 
nowned and never to be forgotten, William-Prince of Orange, 
the Grardfither of Ours, ( and the beſt of Kings) It pleated 
God to makes uſe of Him { as his Grandſon amongſt us) to 
deliver the Netherlands from the Spaniſh Tyranny, and Popiſh 

Idvlatry: 


- — = 


NY ts — 


(13) 

Idolatry; For which the Popiſh Faction bearing him an 
implacable hatred, they inſtigare and ſtir up, one Foarvile to 
kill him, and for encouraging him in this devyeliſh attempt, a 
Fryer perſwaded him, that he ſhould go inviſible, and to that 
purpoſe, gave him ſome Characters in Paper, and little Frogs 
bones and other conjurations, wherewith the deſperate wreteh 
being incouraged, he watched his opportunity, and ſhot the 
Prince through the throat; but through Gods goodneſs, recover- 
ing of this wound, they never reſted till they perſwaded one 
Gerard to make a ſecond attempt upon him, who ſhot him 
through the breaſt, ſo that he preſently dyed. EI 

But we need not rove abroad, for Forcign inſtances, nor tor 
practices, ſuitable to theſe Principles, need we go any farther, 
then the horrid Matchleſs, and Blood yDefign of this Day,fuch a 
Miſchievous thing as the preſent age may well admire, the juture 
age Will hardly belive, and no former age can parallel a Treaſon 
and Cruelty ſo matchleſs, as no name can fit it; aPlot fo odious, a 
Tragedy fo direfull, a Wickedneſs fo incomparable; nay ſuch a 
picce of Deviliſhneſs it ſelf in the-abſtratt; that the aftors | it ic 
had been cftcfted ) would not have own'd it, but as Nero, after 
he had ſet Rome on fire, fathered it on the Chriſtians,ſo had they 
prepared a Proclamation, to caſt it on the Puritans, under 
which title they wou!d have revenged it, by the Maſſacre of al! 
the Proteflants in the Land, within their reach. 

I ſhall not long trouble you, with a particular Narrative of 
this dark Conſpiracy,nor ſay much to the obſcure manner otits 
diſcovery, which Bellarmix himſelf acknowledged not to have 
been without a Miracle; only thoſe of you, that are yet igno- 
rant of this contrivance, may know; 

That the Pope finding that the ſeveral Plots and Confpira- 
cics, dcviſed again(i Queen Elizabeth, being to no purpoſe, a lit- 
tle betore the end of Her Reign, Pope Clement the Eighth iſſues 
tio Bulls,one to the Catholick Nobility and Gentry of England, 
the other to Father Garxet Provincial of the Jeſuits there, in 

| 2! Which 
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which the Catholicks in Fng/and, were commanded, that how” 
cyer the Right ot Succeliion, did intitle any man tothe Crown, 
yet it he werenot a Catnolick, that is a Papift, they ſhould not 
own nor receive him, but with all their power, hinder his com- 
ming 1n. 

T his Bull if not the Author, yet was the main encourager of 


Catesby, and more then probably of the reſt ro ingage in the - 


Powder Plot, the Felliſh Treaſon of this Day, for he and others 
of chem, having at firſt ſome icruples ot the lawijulneſs of it ; 
conſult Father Garnet, and others of their Ghoſtly Fathers, who 
all pronounce 1t lawfull, and full of merit, * and incouraged 
them in ir; and for their further ſatisiattion, Garnet offers to 
ſend to Rome, to know the Popes expre{s pleature in the bu- 
ſinefs, but Catesby ſaved him the trouble, by teiling him he 
doubted not at all the Popes mind, bur that he who command.- 
ed our endeavours to hinder the Kings coming in, is wil- 
ling enough we ſhould throw him out; and it he might 
then lawiully be kept out, he may now as lawtully be thruſt 
out: Pope Clement enjoyned the former, therciore we may do 
the latter: And thus armed with poyſonous Divinity, he and 
his followers reſolve moſt deſperatly to go on in their wicked 
deſign, which ( the better to effett) they ſow up their lips , 
fivear ſilence, and back that oath with the Saczament , Carelines 
immanity and inhumanity now need be no wonder ; he the ber- 
rer ro ſ\rengthen his Conſpiracy, and carry on his deſign, made 
his Soldicrs pledge cach other in adraughr of mans bluod, but 
theſe crink the blood of God. and (as they conceive } materially, 
that they may firengthen their hands in their bloody cefign; 
Pauls Enemies vowed, neither to eat nor drint natural food, till 
they had [lain him, theſe eat and drink vactamental tood , to 
ſeed the flaughcer of thouſands, and among the reſt, of him 

th2t was more then ten thouſands of us. 
Andin order to this, a conſiderable rine before rhe fitring of 
'& Parhament, they hyr'd a Celler adjoyning to the Varlia- 
nent 
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ment houſe, and breaking through the wall of that, they digged 
a preat Vault, and thereby undermined the houſe; in that Vaule 
were lay'd 36 Barrelsof Guypowder, upon the Gunpowder , were 
layd great heaps of Billets, Fagots, huge Stones, Iron Crows , 
pickaxes, great Hammer heads, enough to blow up or tear in pie- 
ces { by relation) the ſtrongeſt Fort in Chriſtendom ; and with 
theſe our adverſaries, thought to have blown up E»glands ſtrong- 
eſt Fort of Religion and Juſtice, in the deſtruction of the King, 
Queen, Prince, Arch Biſhops, Biſhops, Nobles, Judges, and 
Commons, who were to have met (as on this Day) in the 
houſe of Parliament, and no ſooner come and gathered there, 
but ſhould have been blown up with Gunpowder, all of them to 
be as an Holocauſt, a whole burnt offering unto the Moloch of 
Rome : Creation never ſaw any thing like it! and indeed they. 
miſt not much of their hopes; all things were in a readineſs, the 
Match was lighted,and lay'd,and there wanted nothing, but the 
ſolemn Convention ofalithe States the next day, for them to 
give fire, and ſo deſtroy Head and Taile, Root and Branch, as 
the Prophet ſpeaks, which had the Prince ot Darkneſs, and thete 
Helliſh miners been able ro have broughr to pats the ſurviving 
perſons thereabours, had ſeen the dreadiul Image, of that laf! 
and Terrible day, when the Son of man ſhall come in flaming 
fire. to revenge onſuch wicked Conſpirators, the contempt of 
his Goſple. Then might they have heard lowder Cryes , 
Screeching, Howling, and Lamentations; then were the mourn. 
ings of Hadadrimon in the valley of Megidda; Then likewiſe 
might they have heard 'not Rachel mourning for her Children ) 
but all the Chitdren of England mourning for their Fathers, or 
the Chielsof their Countries, by no means to he com'orted , be- 
cauſe they were not : Then ſhould Sovereign Majeſty, Fccleft. 
aſtical and Civil Aurhoriry, publick Juſtice, and all the honour 
and Power of the Kingdom, been laid in the Duſt, or Hover- 
ing in the Air; Then ſhould the Popes Buils, have been fixed 
on the Gates, of our chiefeſt Cities, ro expoſe the Lives and 
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'Eftatcs of all chat had not the mark of the Beaſt on their fore- 
head, to Spoyle, Rapine, and Deſtruſtion. ;Good God ! what an 
horrid and diſmal time of Confuſion had that been, when they, 
whoalone could have preſerved Order in ſuch a hurly burly, 
ſhould have been all of a ſudden, ſwept away them 
{eives. 

But what was it, that could poſſibly have provok'd them to 
ſuch a deviliſh and bloody attempr 2 was it any hard uſage, of- 
ſcred by the King or State ; were they hurricd to the fire, as in 
Queen Mares dayes? or was there a new Inquiſition, crefted 
atter the manner of Spain, with Racks, and Tortures to reQtifi: 
chem? no, fo far from this, that they were tollerated to enjoy 
their Liberties and Poſleſſions, grac'd with Titles of Honour , 
living ſecurely under the proteCtion of the Kings Laws, with- 
out any the leaſt violence offered toany of them, and yer all 
this, and more then this was too little to oblige them, when the 
good of the CatholickCauſe came in competition; ſtrange ! that 
any thing that's called Religion, ſhould be made a Cloak for 
ſuch Bloody, Treacherous, and Atheiſtical PraQices ; and yet 
ſaith Faux, it was meerly, and only for Religion, and he was 
bound in Conſcience to do it, becauſe the King was an Aere- 
tick; And ſo much for the firſt thing, they imagined a miſchie- 
Tous device. 

The ſecond follows, but they are not able to perform, which in 
other words we have delivered thug. 

Let the wicked Delign what they will, aud Plot what they can; 
zet they ſhall not be able to accompliſh their defire, or defign ; and 
to go no farther then our ſelves.; have not we ever fince the 
Reformation found it ſo? have any of their wicked Projetts, or 
Plots, which ſince that time have been continually forging , 
taken any expected ſucceſs, have any of their Armadzs, or 
Powder Plots, any of their Bulls, or Curſes, any of their late and 
great endcayours attain'd the end they ſoughr after? it God, 
(as ons obſerves) hathalwaysdetcated their malicious deſigns, 
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and ſhewed by his Judgments on the Aftors how much he de- 
teſts ſuch wicked practices, they might well gather, that their 
courſes are not warrantable, or as ſome of them in indignation 
have blundred out, that the Fudge of all the world is become a 
Lutheran. 

If we are (as the ſame Author expoſtulates) ſuch damnable 
Flereticks as they would make us, how comes it to paſs that 
God fo takes our part ? 

Is it poſſible that their Doctrine, that is ſo Catholick,or thoſe 
Catholicks thatare guided by an Infallible Head, ſhould venture 
ſo far, and attain fo little, profeſs ſuch Infallibilicy and be ſo of- 
ten deceived; ſure if they were not given up to a ſpirit of deluſt- 
on ſuchpalpable toker s of Gods Judgments againſt theirproceed- 
ings, and ſuch manifeſtations of his Mercy towards us, might 
breed at leaſt a ſuſpition in them that ſomerhing is a miſs, and 
wow them to a ſerious Examination to know where the cauſe 
lyeth. 

They call much for a Judge of Controverfies be:ween them 
and us, but why cake they not notice, how God hath time af- 
rer time, ſhewed himſelf a Righteous Judge pleading our cauſe, 


and preventing their Plors; bur never more then in the preſer- 


vation of our Religion and our felves on this day, for never 
was Wickedneſs nearer being acted, nor more ſtrangely diſco- 
vered, nor eftectuallydefeated,then this was, fo that the Pit they 
have dug for others, they have fallen into themſelves. 

How near this work of darkneſs was to have been brought 
co a fiery light, judge you, it was not according to Jowas Pro- 
phecy, forty days, nor four days, nor ſcarce ſo many hovures 
one night betwixt; and but a part of that neither er's the Ter- 
rible blow had been given, and we deſtroyed;:he hand of wickedneſs 
was ready to bave done the work before it was known to be lifted 
4p; the ſnare on our heels before it was diſcovered to be laid: we 
might well ſay had we known-it, there was but a ſtep between 
death and us, all things were ſo ready, *and we ſo near being 
undcne 
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undone, that theſe wretched Confpirators applaud themſelves 
in their pregnant hopes and believe all their own: The Letter 
ſaid, Godand man was apreed to puniſh the wickedneſs of the 
times, but ſtay man was agreed, God was not, bleſſed be his 
Name, he was at, but notof their Council, he who is a preſent 
reſuge ſtepr' in, trapping them in their own fnare, and diſco- 
yercd his Juſtice, in detecting their Mallice; and indeed none 
but he could do it, not man but the Devil devis'd it, not man, 
but God defeated it, ſo that in this if in any thing the Lord. 
was knownas a juſt Judge. Do but trace the ſeveral Reps of the 
diſcovery and you will plainly ſee it was not, it cou!d not be 
any other but God himſelf that ſnared them in their worke; and 
ſo brought it about by his wonderſull providence, that he 
makes theſe very Traytors to be the betrayers of themſelves. 

For the diſcovery was made bur the'nighr before, by the de- 
livery of a monitory Letter written in an obſcure ſtile, and pi- 
ven by aLackey ( croſſing the ſircer) to the Lord Monteagle ,, 
fon and Heir to the Lord Morley, wherein he is defired to Re- 
tire into the Country, where he might expeCt the event with 
ſafety, ſor tho therc be no appearance of any ſtir, yer I fay 
they. jhall receive a terrible blow in this Parliament, and the 
danger is paſt ſo ſoon as you have burnt the Letter; which Letter. 
my Lord Salisbury ( who firſt cartied it tothe King ) concluded 
to be an Idle Paper, deſign'd only to amuſe the Lord to whom 
it was Written,or to make him the ſubjeCt of ſome mirth; if upon 
it he ſhould abſent himſelf from the Praliament, the Principal 
vords were, the dangeris paſt as ſoon as you have burnt the Letter; 
this might ſeemaſlight danger indced,and not worth the war- 
418, it it had not been meerly to amuſe one, but the King 
en the contrary from this very ſentence, devin'd the 
whole Truth of the-matter , interpreting it thus : That 
the danger or blow intended to the Parliament, ſhould 
be paſt as ſoon, or as quickly, and 'in as'ſhort a time as 
that Paper ſhould be blazing - in the fire: So: concluding it ro be 
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ſomething of Powder, the Rooms under the Parliament were 
ſearches, and the whole Villany diſcoverec and prevented, and 
that by as ſignal a Providence as is to be found in the Records 
of any Nation, and which is ſucha mark of the Divine favour 
to us, and ro our Church and Religion as can never be too 
much praiſed and admired by us, in our Annual T hankſpivings. 

Now [I beſeech you conſider, what was it that extorted the 
means of revealing this from his Pen, whoſe Tongue had ſworn 
Concealments, that made him who was Plotting the ruine of 
many, to conſule for the prefervation of one? not. any innate 
pity in the Traytor, but the over-ruling Soveraignty of God. 

What was it that inclined the heart of that noble Lord, who 
afteted' their Religion, ro communicate the Letter ( which 
detected the Treaſon ) to the King ? not Popery, or carnal 
policy, but the all diſpoſing Providence of God : What was it 
that inſpir'd (Icancall it. no lefs) the breaſt of that Royal King, 
otherwile free from Jealouſie, as a badge of Tyrany to ſuſpect 
the danger, and by a violent unnatural conſtruction of a phraſe 
to find out the violent unnatural deſtruction that was hatch 
ing 2? not ſo much his own prudence (tho otherwiſe great ) but 
the wiſedom of the Almighty ; What was it that infatuated the 
Traytors who 'while.the Plot was bur fuipected,had oppertunity 
to eſcape that they: ſhould try the utmoſt, and afterwards 
ſharpned the edg ot all mens ſpirits againft them, to kill ſome 
and ſurprite che reſt, even before a Proclamation could over- 
rake them, but that juſt ſeverity of God: So that all the attri 
butes of God were concentred and mer together in this days 
" deliverance, and therefore nt wnto ws, wit wntous O Lord, but 
to thy name;"be the glory of. this ' and all our deliveraxces, 
for” it is of the Lords Mercies that we were not conſumed : becauſe 
his compaſſions faild vet: Lam. 3. 22. For if the Lord had wot 
been in our fide may we now well ſay, if the Lord had nut beex 
in our tide,  when'men' roſe up againſt us, the had blows ns up 
quick, "when their wrath and their match:i was H#rindles 
againſt us, Plal. 124, 1,2, 3, D 2 O 


_ nm. —— 


(20) 

O let the Lords Mercy, and their Crue|ty never be for- 
gotten. 

The 1/raelites had their Paſcha, and Purim Holydays, ſet a- 
part for the acknowledgment of their grand deliverance from 
Pharaoh, and Hamens Treaſon; ſo let this days folemnity be con- 
tinued with everlaſting thankiulneſs, for the miraculous diſco- 
very of the Powder Plot; let the People learn from our Pul.- 
pits, and our Children underſland in our ſtreets, the barba- 
rouſnels of this deſign, the profeſſion of the Attors, the dan- 
ger that would have fallen on their innocent heads, if the Lord 
in jadgment to the contrivers, andin mercy to us, had not pre- 
vented it, and inſnared the wicked in the work of their own 
hands; and let us return all poſſible Praiſe and Thank(ſpiving, 
to bim who on this day merciſully declared himſelf both the 
Protector of $zon, and a.Derctor of her. Enemies. Who ſhould 
we praiſe if not God ? 'and {or what, it not for this ? I may uſe 
St. Auguſt ines words quisquis non videt cacur eſt,quiſquis videt et 
28» gaudet ingratus ejt, whoſoever beholds not both the mercy 
and ſeverity of God in this, is groſly blind; . whoſoever - behelds 
and rejoyceth not is ingrateſully dumb. 

O happy fifth of November! whercin our Sun had been 
turned into blood, wherein our name.had been changed into 
Ichabod; wherein had been fer up again the abomination: of de- 
ſolation, but God for his own name ſake hath: turned it into 
a glorious day, aDay of Joy and Gladnefs- to all true: hearted 
Proteſtants 

Had this Monſter which was” come to the . birth been 
brought forth, England's Funeral had been with them a new 
Feſtival; how had this Fat been extolied at Rome; - and Regi- 
ſired in the Popes Calendar, as one of the moſt glorious ex- 
ploits thateyer was attempted 2 How ſhould we then inſtead 
of this pure worſhip, thaſe bleſſed opportunities we now enjoy, 
cither have been plunged into groſs Superſlition, as adoring 
Tmages, turning over Beads, mumbling to Saints, wandring 

in 
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in Pilgrimages, or elſe have been dragged to the Rack or 
Stake, the proper Engines of that Remrſh Cruelty. 

Burt that God who /til] Brings to light, the bidden things of 
darkneſs, and who hath from time to time delivered us from 
all the Malicious, Mercileſs, and Reſtleſs attempts of our Ad- 
verſaries, hath likwiſe blaſted this bloody defign, ſo, that 
though they imagined a miſchievous device, yet they were not 
able to perform. 

To conclude all: Let vs beware of that Church, whoſe Prin- 
ciples and Praftices areſuch as you have now heard, and from 
whoſe growing and cruel UſFpations, we have been ſo latcly 
and providentially delivered. 

What ſhall we ſay, or what can we do to manifeſt our. gre- 
titude to him, who next (under God )- was the Author of our 
deliverance; who ſo generouſly expoſed himſelt to preſerve us; 
and not only to him but to his Royal Conſort, our gracious Queen, 
ro whom we are originally beholding for our miraculous eicape 
irom an inundation of Slavery and Popery, but under the auſpici- 
ous condutt of a Sovereign truly meriting the Noble and Anci- 
ent Title, of Xing of men, and Shepberd of the People, and the 
yet moredignified addition, of Defender of the Faith,and (which 
is beyond that) amongſt us the re/torer of it too : For had it not 
been for them, I verily believe that neither we, nor poſſibly this 
place, eſpecially in this decorum and luſlre, had been ſtand- 
ing here this day. 

That Syons ſtones had been pittied, and any have favoured the 
duſt thereof , ſo that ſhe did not ſink into cternal,and irrecove 
rable Ruines. Pſal: 102. 14. 

That our Church is nor ſitting ſolitary like that Widow 
in the Lamentations, bemoaning her miſeries, and begping pitty 
of Paſſengers. 7s it nothing to you all you that paſs by: behold 
and ſee if there be any ſorrow like unts my ſorrow, whichis done un- 
to me wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his 
anger. Lam: 1. 12. Thar 
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That we have »o leading into Captivity, #0 complaining in our 
Streets, but our eyes ſee Feruſalema quiet habitation, a Taber: 


.wacle that ſhall not be taken down. 


That the Deſigns, and Contrivances of unreaſonable men are 
diſcovered; their Purpoſes diſappointed, and their Arm broken. 

That our Necks are not under perſecution. and we labouring 
without reſt, Servants ruling over us, while there is none to delt 
wer us out of their hands, Lam: Ch: 5. 5. 8. 

In a word, that we are not incomparably wretched, as mito 
rable as error and wickedneſs, as malice, or- a miſguided Ze 
can make us,is foelly and wholly{next under God, by and from 
them: To whom likwiſe (next under him,) we owe not only 
our Eſtates, our Quiet, our Plenty, our Liberty, bur our very 
lives, I could not torbear enlarging upon this? but that | mutnot 


* being, the anticipate the day * which isat hand, and purpolely deſigned 
16thofthis for it : But while then, and always let us admire thern, as the 
month cÞ generous Redeemers of the true Reformed Religion, as rhe 
pointed, a truly indulging Father and Mother of our Church and 
Day of Ss Country, and reſpe&t them as the {/rac/rtes did David, the 


lemne 


light of our Iſrael, and as they did Joſiah the breath - of owr 


Thankſg/v . Neſtrils, the ſerious acknowledgment whereof, will not ſuffer 
ing for our ys to be wanting in all ſubmifſive obedience to them ; whom 
deliverance God long continue over us, and let all that love the Peace, and 


happineſs of Church or State ſay Amen, Amen, 
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